
 

 
The 26th 
Annual 

Rhode Island  Tournament 
Championship 

Mock Trial 
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Chief Justice  

Paul A. Suttell, Presiding 
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Providence 
April 12, 2010 
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BAC K P AN EL  HE ADI NG  

Charles Greenwood, Esq., Attorney at Law;  
Joseph F. Hook, Esq., Attorney at Law;   
Jude E. Kerrison, Esq., Karns Law Group;  
Robert J. Humm, Esq., Adler Pollack and Sheehan; 
Hagop Jawharjian, Esq.,  Jawharjian Law Offices;  
Sarah E. Jette, Esq.,  McKenney, Quigley, Izzo, and 
Clarkin; Charles T. Knowles, Esq., Attorney at Law;    
Sandra Lanni, Esq., Law Office of Sandra A. Lanni; 
Ronald M. LaRocca, Esq., LaPlante Sowa Goldman; 
Stephen G. Linder, Esq., Law Office of Stephen G. 
Linder; Michael D. Lynch, Esq., Law  
Offices of Michael D. Lynch;  Barbara Margolis, Esq., 
Supreme Court  Disciplinary Counsel;   
Kathleen S. Murray, Esq., RI Department of  
Education; Denise Lombardo Myers, Esq., Asquith, 
Mahoney, LLP.; Elizabeth Noonan, Esq., Adler,  
Pollack & Sheehan, PC; John O’Brien, III, Esq., RI 
Family Court CASA; Christopher J. O’Connor, Esq., 
Poore & Diana E. Pearson, Esq., Law Office of Diana 
Pearson;  Marshall M. Raucci, Esq., LaPlante Sowa 
and Goldman;  Mark T. Reynolds, Esq., Reynolds, 
DeMarco, & Boland, Ltd.; Moira E. Reynolds, Esq., 
Law Office of Michael D. Lynch; Dennis J. Roberts, 
II, Esq., Law Office of Dennis J. Roberts, II;  
Michael J. Robinson, Esq., Sayer, Regan & Thayer;  
Elizabeth P. Santilli, Esq., Asquith & Mahoney, LLP; 
Sharon A. Santilli, Esq., State of Rhode Island Child 
Support Enforcement; Jeffrey D. Sowa, Esq., LaP-
lante, Sowa, & Goldman; Deborah M. Tate, Esq., 
McIntyre, Tate & Lynch; LT Chad Temple, JAGC, 
USN, Naval Justice School; John A. Toro, Esq.,  Toro 
Law Offices; Bruce E. Vealey, Esq., Law Offices of 
Bruce E. Vealey; Charles J. Vucci, Esq., Gemma Law 
Associates; Albert B. West, Esq., Manning & West; 
David Willis, Esq., Legal Management Services, Inc.;  
Kathleen Wyllie, Esq., Law Office of Amy Beretta.  
 
 
 

Trial Officials 
Edward A. Watters, Senior Trial Official; Frances Braks 
Jennifer Conrad, Michael D. Lynch, Esq., and  
Linda M. Quattrucci  

Rhode Island 
Legal/Educational  

Partnership 
 

Is an independent 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.  It has 
provided Rhode Island with programs and services to promote 
good citizenship through a greater public understanding of the 
law and the legal process since 1983.  The Partnerships' other 
major program is the annual Summer Institutes on the Courts, 
a graduate program for educators. 

Partnership Staff 
Linda M. Quattrucci, Executive Director 
Jennifer Conrad, Program Coordinator 

Edward Watters, Senior Trial Official 
Frances Braks, Trial Official 

 

Support the Tournament 
 
The Rhode Island Legal/Educational Partnership (RILEP) has 
produced the Rhode Island Mock Trial Tournament since the 
1984-85 school year, yet few people know the organization 
behind the tournament. 
 

Our Present Supporters: 
 

The 26th annual Rhode Island Mock Trial Tournament is made 
possible by grants from the Rhode Island Bar Foundation, the 
Rhode Island General Assembly and the Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Education; donations from SECA and United Way, 
and contributions from various kind supporters, volunteers, 
and individuals like you. 

Due to the economic crisis we are facing, our grants have been 
decreased greatly.  To keep our program viable we are count-
ing on support from those that value our program.  Why not 
help? 

Our Future Supporters: 

Yes, I would like to do my part to support this wonderful pro-
gram.  My tax deductible contribution is enclosed.   

Name:  ___________________________________________ 

Organization:  _____________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:____________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed: __________________________________ 

Mail to:  RILEP, 255 Westminster Street, 6th Floor, Providence, RI 
02903 

Rhode Island 
Legal/Educational Partnership 

Presents                         

2
0

1
0

 



 

 
The Tournament 

Rhode Island Legal/Educational Partnership’s Mock Trial 
Tournament began with only eight teams.  This year the 
twenty-sixth tournament has thirty-two teams registered 
in the senior division (grades 9-12) and twenty-four teams 
in the junior division  (grades 6-8).  The tournament’s 
continuing popularity is a testament to the unique 
educational experience it provides.  Each year, the Rhode 
Island Legal/Educational Partnership publishes a 
hypothetical legal case and students form teams, assume 
the roles of attorneys and witnesses, develop legal 
strategies, and argue their cases before members of the 
Judiciary. 
 

 
 

The Volunteers 
Volunteers make the Rhode Island Mock Trial 
Tournament possible.  This year, almost one hundred 
trials will be held between December and May.  For each 
trial, an active sitting Judge volunteers to serve as 
Presiding judge; two or more attorneys serve as 
Performance judges, and a trial official, often a volunteer, 
monitors the time requirements.  The Partnership is 
grateful to each and every judge and attorney or paralegal 
who has given his or her time and effort to make the trials 
possible.  We also recognize the numerous other 
individuals in the courts, agencies and law firms who help 
coordinate people and places.  The Mock Trial 
Tournament would cease to exist without the support and 
dedication of all these individuals. 
 
 
 

PROGRAM 
 

• Welcome—Michael D. Lynch 
       President,  RILEP 
• Introduction of the Jury 
• Introduction of the Teams 
• Trial – Chief Justice  
      Paul A. Suttell , Presiding 
• Jury Decision 
• Closing Comments 
• Reception 

Presiding Judges 
Rhode Island Superior Court:  Associate Justices William 
E. Carnes, Francis J. Darigan, Gilbert V. Indeglia,  
Daniel A. Procaccini,  Allen P. Rubine, Michael A. 
Silverstein, Brian P. Stern, and Netti C. Vogel.  Rhode 
Island Family Court:  Associate Justices Laureen A. 
D’Ambra, Michael  B. Forte, and Magistrate Armando 
Monaco II.  Rhode Island District Court:  Associate Jus-
tices Elaine T. Bucci, William C. Clifton, Stephen P. 
Erickson, and Mary E. McCaffrey. . Rhode Island Work-
ers’ Compensation Court:   Associate Judges Janette A. 
Bertness, Robert M. Ferreiri, and Edward P. Sowa, Jr. 
Rhode Island Traffic Tribunal:  Judge Lillian M. Almeida 
and Magistrate Alan R. Goulart..  Municipal Court 
Judges:  Judges Scott J. Partington, Cumberland; David 
A. Bazar, East Greenwich; Chief Judge William C. 
Dimitri, Johnston; Frederic A. Marzilli, Lincoln;  
Joseph P. White, North Kingstown; Valentino D. 
Lombardi, North Providence, and Joel K. Gerstenblatt, 
Warwick.  Naval Justice School:  Capt Joseph Markel, 
USMC. 
 

Performance Judges 
Genevieve Allaire-Johnson, Esq., Rhode Island  
Department of Attorney General; Berndt Anderson, Esq., 
Law Offices of Michael D. Lynch; Carl J. Asprinio, Esq., 
Lovett, Schefrin, Harnett; Harry W. Asquith, Esq., Asquith 
and Mahoney, LLP; Ellen Balasco, Esq., RI  
Family Court CASA; William J. Balkun, Esq., Law Office 
of William J. Balkun;  William L. Bernstein, Esq., Law 
Office of William Bernstein; Christopher Browning, Esq.,  
Winograd Shine and Zacks PC;  Jean E. Burke, Esq.,  
Matthew F. Callaghan, Jr., Esq., Torgen and Callaghan; 
Andrew S. Caslowitz, Esq., Rapport, DeGiovanni and 
Caslowitz; Timothy J. Chapman, Law Office of Timothy 
J. Chapman; Peter Clarkin, Esq., McKenney, Quigley, Izzo 
and Clarkin; Raymond C. Coia, Esq., New England Labor-
ers; William J. Conley, Esq., Law Office of William J. 
Conley;  Valarie Cooney, Esq., Attorney at Law;  
Richard P. D'Addario, Esq., Law Offices of Richard P. 
D’Addario; Jack R. DeGiovanni, Esq., Rapport,  
DeGiovanni, and Caslowitz; Terrence Donnelly, Esq.,  
United States Attorney’s Office; Kevin F. Dwyer, Esq., 
Dwyer Law Newport; Douglas J. Emanuel, Esq., Chace, 
Ruttenberg & Freedman, LLP; Blake A. Filippi, Esq., Law 
Office of Blake A. Filippi; Susan Fink, Esq., Law Office of 
Greenwood and Fink;  Karen L. Finley, Esq., Attorney at 
Law; Jonathan J. Fitta, Esq., Attorney at Law;  
Richard E. Fleury, Esq., Law Office of Richard E. Fleury; 
Kevin Flood, Esq., Law Office of Michael D. Lynch;  
Marc B. Gertsacov, Esq., Law Office of Ronald C. 
Markoff;  John A. Glasson, Esq., Attorney at Law;  
Megan J. Goguen, Esq., Hanson  Curran LLP;   

The Honored  Jury 
 

Foreperson 
Honorable Patrick C. Lynch 

Attorney General 
State of Rhode Island 

 
Jury Panel 

 Victoria M. Almeida, Esq. 
President 

Rhode Island Bar Association 
 

Honorable David N. Bazar 
Municipal Court Judge 

East Greenwich 
 

Carolina Baque Bernal 
Program Director 

Institute for Labor Studies & Research 
 

Honorable Janette A. Bertness 
Associate Judge 

Rhode Island Workers’ Compensation Court 
 

Michael D. Lynch, Esq. 
Chief Counsel 

Beacon Mutual Insurance Company 
 

Capt Bob Gibson, USMC 
Naval Justice School 

 
Barbara L. Margolis, Esq. 
Deputy Disciplinary Counsel 
Rhode Island Supreme Court 

 
Kathleen S. Murray, Esq. 

Legal Counsel/Hearing Officer 
Rhode Island Department of Education 

 
Senator M. Teresa Paiva-Weed 

President  
Rhode Island Senate 

 
Honorable Daniel A. Procaccini 

Associate Justice 
Rhode Island Superior Court 

 
Robert J. Quigley, Jr., Esq. 

President 
Defense Counsel of Rhode Island 

 
John A. Tarantino, Esq. 

President 
Rhode Island Foundation 

 
_______________________ 

Mr. Edward Watters 
Senior Trial Official 

 


	2010
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